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I.—Forr1cn POoLirics. 


Bhdratbdsi, of the 12th March, apprehends fresh disturbances in _Buanarnast, 
ant Burmah in the hot and rainy seasons, and it “*"?™ '” 


The pacification of Barmah. thinks that it will be necessary for the Govern- 
send another expedition against the so-called dacovés in the ensuing 
winter. The pacification of Burmah seems to be still a question of time; 
and the probabilities are that Lord Dofferin will not be able to restore peace 
and order in that country before laying down the reins of his office. 
9 The Sdr Sudhdnidhi, of the 14th March, says that the races “i Sumin a 
, subject to Russia are firmly attached to that ae 
ee power, because it entrusts them with the 


management of their own local affairs, and because they have before them the 
prospect of enriching themselves with the wealth of India when Russia will 
conquer this country. But the Indian races subject to English rule are worse 
off than the subject populations of Russia, because they do not enjoy the confi- 
dence of their rulers, and have therefore to live in a state of alarm produced 
by such things asthe movements of Dhuleep Singh and the assembling of 
high English officials on the North-Western frontier. 
8. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 18th March, says that English inter-  Pnasa Banoav 
cas ference on behalf of the Ameer of Afghanistan ™* 18th, 1887. 
Ag Ree hse in view of the approaching Ghilzai troubles is 
sure to be attended with dangerous consequences. The Afghans hold the 
English in utter detestation. The presence of Englishmen in Afghanistan 
may therefore exasperate tbe Afghan people to such ar extent as to induce 
them to seek Russian help. 

4. The Daintk, of the 22nd March, has heard that a treaty has been | ‘in 
secretly concluded between Russia andChina, ~~ ° 
: It is probable that in entering into this treaty 
with China, Russia has designs on the eastern frontier of the Indian 
Empire. By pursuing an aggressive policy, the English are creating troubles 
for themselves every day. Instead of improving the internal administration 
of this Empire, they seem bent only upon giving it a territorial. expansion. 

God alone knows where this aggressive policy will land them. 


ment to 


Russian designs on India, 


II.—Homs ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) —Police. 


a The Prajé Bandhu, of an 18th M hee says that a serious case of Praza Banpav. 
\ gentleman assaulted by dacoits at assault committed in open daylight by some M*™ #8 187. 
meee vides rare E- degln on « ph vl and his Hindastani 
servantis reported from Chanditola, in the district of Hooghly. The facts of 
“a case appear to be as follows:—A gentleman and his servant were travel- 
ing by the road to Chanditola. They were suddenly set upon by a band of 
‘apap The gentleman tried to make his escape; but was.soon overtaken — 
‘Y the ruffians, who belaboured him most cruelly and would have taken his 
fe, but for the arrival of timely assistance from the village where the news 
of the assault had been carried by some fisherwomen. Occurrences like this 
are calculated to bring great disgrace on the efficiency of the British adminis- 
tration; and as such occurrences have of late become common on the 
road ‘o Tarakeswar, the authorities of the Hooghly district should lose no 
time in instituting enquiry into the matter. 
Tue Kadihatti correspondent of the Dainik, of the 23rd March, says Daun, 


The Geusinene nail | that the proposed transfer of the Gouripore ™*- 2rd, 1487. 
ini ee corte so police outpost will be attended with ra a 
8°, and expresses a hope that the authorities will reconsider the matter. 


ua f, “~ ey . ~ . =" ~ —— 
< A Ape “> ~~ o ~ « = w + * EAE OE es re ’ — 
SPT 5 PEP Er See DAI MEP OF — NG enn Ay ~ ee oe MEN AES ARG LO Tt Re t ane - 


BeaRaTBasl, 
Mar. 12th, 1887. 


SaNJIVAN!, 


Mar. 19th, 1887. 


BaNGABASI, 
Mar. 19th, 1887. 


BaNGaBaSI. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Mar. 20th, 1887. 


( 318 ) 
(b)—- Working of the Courts. 


7. The Rhkdratbdst, of the 12th March, heartily thanks the Govern. 
ment of Bengal for its resolution on th, 
Rungpore deer case, and is glad that the 
Deputy Magistrate has got his share of censure. There would be no room 
for regret if evenhanded justice of this kind were dealt out by the Provincia) 
Governors on every such occasion. 

8. The Sanjivani, of the 19th March, referring to the sentence of 
imprisonment passed by Mr. Jarbo of Nj. 
phamari on certain persons who were drunk 
and disorderly in a railway carriage, says that the offenders should have been 
dealt with according to the provisions of the Railway Act, which do not 
authorise imprisonment in such cases. The Penal Code, at any rate, should 
have been applied to such cases. It is desirable that the higher authorities 
took due notice of such acts of injustice. 

9. The Magura correspondent of the Bangabdsi, of the 19th March 

, suggests the transfer of Baboo Kali Prasanna 
__ jhe Deputy Magistrate of Magura, Sircar, Sub-divisional Officer of Magura, in 
: Jessore, because his leniency towards some of 

the residents, who happen to be his relatives, is exciting comment. 

10. Chandi Charan Some, Circle Pundit of Kasiari, in Midna- 
pore, writes in the same paper that on the 
5th March he had filed a plaint in the Court 
of the District Magistrate of Midnapore, complaining of the assault which 
had been made upon him by the Assistant Superintendent of Police, Midno- 
am On the 10th, the day fixed for taking his evidence, Mr. Cornish, the 

istrict Magistrate, privately sent for him and directed him to withdraw 
the suit on pain of dismissal. On his declining to doso, he was told that 
he would not be granted leave to conduct his case. The Deputy Inspector 
of Schools was next sent four. What transpired between the Deputy Inspector 
and the Magistrate is not known, because the Deputy Inspector has been 
forbidden by the Magistrate to hold any communication with the circle 
pundit so long as the case lasts. The local mukhtears and pleaders are 
afraid of conducting the circle pundit’s case from a fear of incurring the dis- 
pleasure of the Magistrate. 

11. The Dacca Prakash, of the 20th March, says that the low scale 
of fees prescribed for pleaders for conducting 
law-suits leads them to exact from their 
clients very much more in the shape of retaining fees, and so on, than they 
can legally realise. It would be better for litigants in this country, as well as 
for the legal profession its+lf, if, instead of paying pleaders on the percen- 
tage system, some such scale of fees as the following were prescribed for their 
remuneration :—In suits where the amount claimed does not exseed Rs. 25, 
the pleader’s fee is to be Re. 1] ; in suits where the amount claimed does not 
exceed Rs. 50, the pleader’s fee is to be Rs. 2, and so on. In suits where 
the amount payable to the pleader according to the above scale is found to 
exceed Rs. 100, the fee should be fixed by the J udge. Is should also be 
ruled that in suits where the amount claimed is less than Rs. 100, the 
parties should be at liberty to engage the services of more than one 
pleader. Something should also be done to stop the exactiun of illegal fees 
by pleaders. Where a pleader is unable to appear in a case on account 
of other engagements, he should be made to return the fee he has received 
for conducting that case. It is by no means uncommon for suitors to ose 
their cases in consequence of the non-attendance of the pleaders who have 
been engaged by them. Government therefore should pass a law clearly 
defining the relations between suitors and pleaders. _ 
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19. The Dacca Gazette, of the 2lst March, says that the people of 
Chittagong ought to get up a strong agitation 
The Chittagong Jatra caso. protesting against Mr. Harding’s decision in 


the Jatra case, and that the agitation ought to be carried as far as England. 
(c)—Jarls. 
13. The Bhdrathdsi, of the 12th March, in reviewing the administra- 


tion of Indian jails, says that it cannot under- 
The Indian jail administration. stand why the food charges in the Madras jails 


should be more than double the food charges in the jails of the North- 


| eg ordinarily live more economically than the 
ce gal ge eee of India There ‘oa therefore be no doubt that 
as hen? food charges in the Madras jails are due to departmental 
dishonesty. The dress of the convicts is the same in all parts of bowers 
Why then should the cost of the clothing be different in different provinces! 
Then, again, the cost of medical treatment is not the same everywhere. 
Why should that cost be so lowin the North-Western Provinces and so 
high in Bengal, Bombay, and Madras? Has the Government of India or 
its pet Finance Committee looked into the matter? A saving of about 
10 or 12 lakhs could very easily have been effected in the Jail Department. 
Mortality in the Bengal jails does not compare favourably with mortality 
outside the jails. That mortality must therefore be due to overwork, to 
low rations, to hard corporal punishment, and to want of proper medical 
treatment. The Government, however, seems to pay no attention whatever 
tothis point. The Government of India should appoint a Commission 
to investigate thoroughly into the jail administration of India. It is 
presumed that half the money spent in the feeding of convicts is_misappro- 
priated by jail officers, who are generally ill-paid. It is no new thing for a 
jail officer in Bengal on Rs. 50 or Rs. 60 a month to amass 50 or 60 
thousand rupees. This could not be without misappropriation of jail 
money. Convicts are therefore badly fed, and this may be ascertained by 
visiting a jail at dinner time without giving previous notice. No wonder 
that jail mortality in Bengal is so high. 


(d)—Hducation. 


14, The Bhdratbds?, of the 12th March, in replying to the defence 
which was made of Pandit Mahesh Chandra 
Nyaratna in the Amritabazar Potrikd says 
that, with the single exception of Pandit Chandrakant Tarkalankar, none of 
the Pandit’s nominees are worthy of the chairs to which they have been 
respectively appointed. They are men without any reputation, and it is 
doubtful whether the Editor of the Amritabazar himself knew them . even 
by name before. Hara Prasad Sastri and Rajendra Chandra Sastri may be 
very clever men after a style; but they are not certainly profound Sanskrit 
scholars. The numerical strength of the College is stated to be undiminished, 
and occasional fluctuations of that strength are attributed to the increasing 
predilection of natives for the advantages of English education. Reflectin 

men will understand, however, that the numerical strength of other colleges 
may be affected by the opening of new schools and colleges, but the 
humerical strength of the Sanskrit College, which is an unique institution, 
and lias no real rival, cannot be affected by the opening of new educational 
establishments. A large number of candidates for the B. A. degree 
still take up Sanskrit as their second language, and the Sanskrit College 
teaches both Sanskrit and English. The English predilection theory will not 
therefore account for the falling off in the number of pupils in the Sanskrit 
ollege, Again, aimitting that the number of scholars is the same as 
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before, will the Editor of the Amritabazar Pairtka say how many out of that 
number are hired scholars? In reply to the charge that the M. A. clas 
is recruited from outsiders it is stated that many pupils of the Sanskrit 
College take their B. A. degree from other colleges, and then come back to 
the Sanskrit College to read the M.A. course. It is a fact, howeve; 
that in the course of so many as eight years only five students have taken 
the M.A. degree from the Sanskrit College. On the third count, namely, the 
award of a college scholarship to the pandit’s son, it is stated that the boy 
ot the scholarship after passing an examination. But it is a fac 
that; instead of taking up Sanskrit at his next examination as he shonld 
have done, in conformity to the rules relating to his scholarship, he 
joined the physics class in the Presidency College. Was it then fair to 
award him the scholarship? The case was unprecedented in the history 
of the Sanskrit College, and the precedent established in a precisely similar 
case which had previously arisen should have forbidden the award of g 
scholarship to the pandit’s son. Why was not that applied in the case of 
the son? The charge relating to the abolition of the chair of grammar 
has been denied. But the chair of grammar does not, as a matter of fact, 
now exist. If it exists, why is not the name of its occupant mentioned in 
the Amritabazar Patriké? It will not do tocall the professor of poetry 
professor of grammar. Pandit Chandrakanta Tarkalankar is professor of 
grammar only in name, and he has never been known to lecture on that 
subject. No one was ever appointed to fill the chair vacated by the late 
Pandit Taranath Tarkavachaspati. As regards the ninth charge that Pandit 
Iswar Chandra Bidyasagar abstained from opening a Sanskrit M.A. class 
in the Metropolitan Institution at the intercession of Pandit Mahesh 
Chandra Nyaratna, it is stated that Pandit Nyayaratna had nothing to do 
with the matter. Yes; he may have nothing to do with it now, but if there 
be again a talk about opening a Sanskrit M.A. class in Bidyasagara’s College, 
he will have something to do with the matter. The Amritabezar Patrikd has 
made an attempt to answer only some of the charges, but -not all of them. 
15. The Sahachar, of the 16th March, is glad that Pandit Mahesh 

Chandra Nayayaratna has been given a seat in 
ate syndicate of the Calcutta the Syndicate of the Calcutta University. 

niversity. : 

The Syndicate seems to have been very care- 
fully constituted this time, as men like Drs. Sircar and Gurudas Banerjee, 
Mr. Cotton and Sir Alfred Croft have been elected to it. 

16. The Bangabdst, of the 19th March, suggests the appointment of 
a Dr. Rajendra Lal Mitra as Vice-Chancellor 
ee ee of the Calcutta University during the absence, 
on leave, of the Hon’ble Sir William Hunter. Dr. Mitra will do full justice 
to the appointment. 
17. The same paper disapproves of the proposed substitution of physics 
ae for mensuration and physical geography in 
outs” University and lower the Entrance Examination. Many schools will 
be unable to purchase the necessary scientific 
instruments; and scicntific instruction unaccompanied by experiments will 
be useless. It is also observed that such subjects as physics, chemistry, and 
botany should form no part of the middle English and middle vernacular 
examination courses. It is beyond the capacity of both teachers and pupils 
in the lower grade schools to master or even appreciate such subjects. 
18. The Dainik, of the 22nd March, refers to the rule recently made 
by the Bombay University to the effect that 
University. a? bY the Bombay lucked candidates may be informed of the 
marks obtained by them in each subject on 
their paying a fee of 8 annas, and says that the Calcutta University ought 
to make a similar rule. All fee, however, ought to be dispensed with. 
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acca Gazette, of the 21st March, in drawing attention to ae eck 
a the large number of candidates that will — 
appear at the ensuing Entrance, First Arts 
and B. A. Examinations of the Calcutta University, says that it behoves 
Government, in view of the enormous increase in the number of educated 
natives, to make some additional provision for livelihood by establishing 
hools in the country. 
me 3 “The same paper paw. We that the worst books and books written 40a Gazerra. 
by unknown authors are generally selected 
for use in the schools of Eastern Bengal, and 
that the same books are selected every year. It seems that the selections 
are wade from interested motives. The authorities never care to prescribe 
sourses of reading which would be best calculated to develop the intellectual 
faculties of the learners, and this makes the selection of such books possible 
as encourage cram without exciting intelligent curiosity or awakening an 
intelligent interest in the lessons that are learnt. 


Technical education in Bengal. 


Text-books in Eastern Bengal. 


(ec)\—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


91. The Bhdratdds?, of the 12th March, observes that it may be very = Baanarsust, 
ie desirable to effect sanitary improvements Mr 1%», 187. 
The Health Society. in Calcutta by making an expenditure of 20 
lakhs of rupees, as has been euggested by the Health Society ; but it will 
be simply impossible to attempt everything at once. The Municipality 
has not money enough to make sucb improvements, and a loan will only in- 
crease the heavy burden of taxation which now presses upon the rate- 
ayers. 
m 22. The Chdruvaria, of the an thinks = the ao asytigan, 
ae Municipality cannot work successfully for ™*: 14 15%. 
ee two aaaae One of these reasons is that | 
the number of the permanent residents of Nasirabad is very small, and those 
residents are, a8 a rule, very poor. The other reason is that the population 
is verv thin compared with the area of the town. 
23. The Aurdwan Sanjivant, of the 15th a ae Be ie tn 
enon application which has been made to the Mar. 16th, 1897. 
a Cn: airman of the Burdwan Municipality by 
the residents of certain villages belonging to that Municipality, says that 
it seems that certain roads near the temple of the goddess Sarvamangala 
belonging to the Burdwan Raj are out of repair, and that the Municipal 
authorities should lose no time in asking the Managers of the Raj Estate 
to undertake the necessary repairs. They should also make arrangements 
for the use of filtered water in Syam Bazar and other quarters of the town 
of Burdwan which now suffer most from want of drinking water. The water 
of the river Banka should be utilised for the purpose. It would seem 
that the de-watering of the Banka, in accordance with the recommendation 
of the Sanitary Commissioner, has been attended with great inconvenience 
(0 the townspeople. The Commissioners seem to have acted most im- 
properly and indiscreetly in this matter. 
24. A correspondent of the same paper says that, in view of the 
Milas Sch ot Chan. approach of the hot season, the sale of hilsa 
fish at Culna should be puta stop to. 
25. The Sehachar, of the 16th March, says that the Commissioners samacman, 
oe | _ of the Calcutta Municipality will undoubtedly Mr: 1. 187. 
Calcutta ima of the approve of the election of Mr. Grimley as 
their Chairman in succession to Sir Henry 
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Harrison. 
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96. The same paper says that the Commissioners of the Calcutta 

Municipality ought to follow the example 
_Retrenchment in the Calcutta Mu- of their Madras brethren and the Madras 
— Government in the matter of retrenchmen: 
of expenditure. ! 

27. The same paper refers to the Hnglishman’s statement that, over 
and above the bonus which was promised to 
the late Mr. Fenwick by the Calcutta Mupj- 
cipality, the Commissioners wil} do well to grant a pension to his widow, and 
says that the Zglishman should bear in mind that the Commissioner; 
are in duty bound to spend the ratepayers’ money only on legitimate 
objects. 

28. The Prajd Bandhu, ofthe 18th March, refers to the dismissal 

Benode Baboo, Cashier, Municipal Of Benode Baboo from the Calcutta Muni. 
Office, Calcutta. cipal Office for his distribution of Jubilee 
tickets among his friends without the knowledge of the authorities, and says 
that the Baboo has been dismissed for an offence which Europeans commit 
with impunity, and instances the case of the Assistant Magistrate, Mr. Allen, 
whose wife is reported to have used a service ticket for private purposes, 

29. The same paper has received several letters containing complaints 

The Bhadresvar Municipality. against the Bhadresvar Municipality, and 
charging the municipal authorities with 
negligence in attending to the representations which are made to them by 
the rate-payers. 

30. The Sanjtvani, of the 19th ——- refers to the proposal which 

a has been made to merge the post of 
apthereceenemnnes i treasurer of the Calcutta Municipality in that 
of the Collector, and to appoint Mr. O. ©. Dutt ‘in the double capacity of 
Collector and Treasurer, and says that Sir He. ry Harrison’s approval of this 
arrangement will have the effect of strengthening the popular belief that it 
is not given to the authorities in this country to respect justice and honesty 
in their public actions. 

$1. The same paper says that Mr. Westmacott of Howrah is again 
a candidate for the Chairmanship of the 
Howrah Municipality. Though not a voter, 
he thinks that his annual license-tax of Rs. 3 entitles him to a Commis- 
sionership. So by driving a coach and four through the municipal land, 
he claims to become Chairman. In his former attempts in the same 
direction Mr. Westmacott was thwarted by Baboo Upendra Chundra 
Mitter. This time, however, the Baboo has been won over by the Magis- 
trate by being restored to his Government pleadership, and he is not likely 
to oppose Mr. Westmacott. It is yet to be seen, however, whether 


Howrah has no other man who can stand in the way of Mr. Westmacott'’s 
election. . 


The late Mr. Fenwick. 


Mr. Westmacott of Howrah. 


32. The same paper says that the principle on which house-rate 1 
The reform of the Calcutta Munici- assessed by the Calcutta Municipality IS 


poy. wrong. It is not fair to assess that rate 
se the probable annual value of houses. It is because the Calcutta 
unicipality assesses the house-rate upon this principle that many large 
houses belonging to wealthy natives in the northern quarters of the towa 
are underassessed, because those houses cannot be expected to fetch high 
rents if let out. The best course to adopt in this connection seems to 
to give up one uniform system of assessment for all houses, and to vary the 
rate of assessment according to the varying circumstances of the owners 
of houses, and to exempt from taxation altogether the lands and habitation® 
of the poorest people of the town. Another defect of the present system 
of assessment of the house-rate is that the rate assessed does not fall 00 
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the real owners of lands or houses. The municipality proposes to spend 
seven lakhs of rupees in bustee improvement. But there is no reason why 
the general public should be made to contribute towards the reclamation of 
hustees belonging to private individuals. Those who now enjoy exemption 
from the night-soil rates on account of their privies being connected with 
the public drains should also be assessed to those rates for using those 


drains. 
(f)—Questions affecting the land. 


99 The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 15th March, in discussing the eg tym 


right of occupancy conferred on the ryot by 
Act X of 1859, says that the provisions of 
that Act effected no beneficial change in the condition of the ryot, 
otherwise than by freeing him in some measure from the control which 
had been till then exercised upon him by the zemindar whose power of 
ejectment was considerably curtailed by the legislation in question. 
The ultimate result of the legislation was the introduction of an element 
of hostility or ill-feeling between zemindars and ryots. The ryot derived no 
substantial benefit from the right of occupancy which the law gave him, 
because the law did not at the same time provide for an equitable settlement 
of the rate of rent payable by ryot to zemindar. a 

34. The Bangabdst, of the 19th March, referring to the rising of 
certain ryots against their zemindar in Hastern 
Bengal, says that if Government does not take 
vigorous measures to break their combination and to remove from their minds 


all erroneous impressions regarding rent-rates, the Tenancy Act will produce 
serious mischief. 


Act X of 1859. 


The ryots of Eastern Bengal. 


(9)—Raitlways and Communicattons, tncluding Canals and Irrigation. 


do. <A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 15th March, says 


Construction of a road from Ichha- 
pur to Gourbazar. 


__ Of Raniganj for the construction of a road from 
Ichhapur to Gourbazar will proveinadequate for the purpose, and that a road 


from Ichhapur to Raniganj or Ondal seems to be rendered necessary by the 
traiic which it is sure to attract. The Board should look to the matter. 


(h)— General. 


36. The Bhdratbdst, of the 12th March, reports that the Finance 


earn Committee has recommended a reduction of 
: expenditure on the Church establishment in 
India. This is a good recommendation; for the maintenance of the 
State church with money contributed to the public treasury by all classes of 
religionists is utterly wrong in principle. 
87. The same paper thinks that the Hindu Patriot is not right in 


The State scholarships. saying that by iustituting State scholarships 
for the encouragement and convenience of 


those Indians who may be desirous of visiting England, Government is makin 


itself a party to the unholy work of subverting Hindu caste. It is pemeeaiale 
now-a-days to prevent Indians from visiting England. The wisest thin 


indus can now do is therefore to take care that th 8 
not return anglicssed. eee Sek Peay thet go to England do 


88. The Sdr Sudhdnidhi, of the 14th March, says that the only 
The Finance Committee. 


thing that has reeulted from the appointment 
of the Finance Committee is the dismissal of a 
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few petty officers. The expenses of the Committee will amcunt to one whole 
year’s salaries of all the dismissed officers taken together, but whenever pett 
officers have been dismissed with the view of reducing expenditure it has 
been found necessary after a short time to re-appoint them. The same thin 
will have to be done in this instance too. And thus it will be seen that Do 
good has been obtained by appointing the Finance Committee. If Govern. 
ment really desires to reduce expenditure, it should abolish some of thoge 
higb posts, the retention of which is not necessary in the interests of the 
public service. , 
nacre, 99. Thn sme poper crs thn ie mea byt publa expendi 
ar. 14th, 1887. , not adopted | 
, —— India, because their adoption is ovdiblerel . 
be likely to injure the interests of the official class. But if expenditure jg 
not reduced, the state of things in the country will come toa seriong 


pass. 

ARYAvARTA, 40. The Aryavaria, of the 15th March, asks whether the enquiries 

Mar. 15th, 1887. an Sista Demis veh the of the Committee of the Public Service 
Publis Bervies Ceumalesion. Commission will not embrace the Medical 


Department. The question of the employ- 
ment of natives in that department on a large scale ought to engage 
the attention of the Committee. 

BuapWAN SANJIVANI, 41. Tne Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 15th March, says that it sees 


Mar. U5th, 1887. ea ~~ no necessity of compelling candidates for 
ee sdlapaaat in the tadien Civil Service to 
go to England. A journey to England has a most denationalising effect 
on natives. It is not true that a few years’ residence in England makes 
a candidate more fit for the service. The efficiency displayed in the 
administration of executive duties by men who have never been to England 
proves the correctness of this statement.. The result of compelling Indians 
to go to England for the purpose of entering the Civil Service will be 
on the one hand to exclude many Hindus from that service, and on the 
other, to increase the native denationalised element. 
BORDWAN SANSIVANI 42. The same paper asks Mr. Finucane whether he could have 
on i . advised the Government of this country to 
r. Finucane before the Public , ‘ . 
Service Commission. employ foreigners on large salaries in the 
Agricultural Department if the country had 
been a free one. Statements like that which Mr. Finucane has made 
before the Public Service Commission proceed from the unmeasured 
shamelessness of Englishmen. Supposing Mr. Finucane to be sincere i0 
his belief that Bengalis if appointed to high Judicial offices will be prevented 
by family considerations from administering justice impartially, would it be 
possible for him to deny that if Bengalis are, for instance, appointed as 
Judges in Bombay, and if Parsis are appointed as Judges in Bengal, and s0 
on, there will exist no necessity of importing foreigners for the purpose of 
conducting the judicial administration of the country? At any rate, 
such seems to. be the conclusion warranted by Mr. Finucane’s premises. 
Boepwat SaNsIvatt. 43. The same paper describes the proceedings held .at. a melé 
__ recently celebrated in the village Navagram 
man ness of Bengal under British ynder thana Selimavad, and says that in that 
on melé some poor people refused to. display 
their athletic skill, because they said the police would attribute to them 
every dacoity in the locality if it only came to know that they were athletes, 
and would hunt and persecute them whenever a theft, robbery or , dacolty 
occurred there. This little incident shows. that the terrorism of the English 


administration has had a most emasculating effect on the people of this 
country. 


er © 
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44. The same paper says that the whole Burdwan public will be Bes0waSaxsrvamr, 


glad to see the-son of Baboo Ban Behari 
Adoption of ason by the Maharani Kapur on the Burdwan gudi, and that if the 


of Burdwan. Board of Revenue does not sanction the — 


: and the local public will feel greatly aggrieved. The 
sti en 8 prove signed by ete pleaders, tdakaens, and other men 
7 casinos in Burdwan asking him to inform oe a my we will 
be glad if Government permits the Maharani to adopt Baboo Ban Behari's 
s00. 

; hachar, of the 16th March, eays that, though the punish- 
— ment awarded to the offenders in the Rungpore 

The Rungpore deer case. deer case is light, considering the gravity of 
heir offences, still itis gratifying that the practice of passing over official 
Jelinquencies has been departed from in a country where European 
oficials are allowed to commit crimes with impunity. Sir Rivers Thompson 
deserves thanks for his interference in this matter. A rumour 1s 
abroad that it was Lord Dufferin who took the initiative in this matter. 
If so, His Excellency has done an act worthy of his exalted position. It is 
to be hoped that this act of justice done by the Government will not be 
the last of its kind, and that the new Lieutenant-Governor, as well as the 
officers of Government generally, will profit by oie oe 

46. Thesame papersays that the Indian Civil Service is day by day 

Reorganization of the Indian Civil becoming unsuited to the altered conditions 
Service. of the country. The chief causes of the 
increasing unpopularity of the service will be found to lie in the growth 
of a spirit of independence among the people and in incompetency in the 
ranks of the service itself. The present members of that service are not 
generally men of high birth. Another disadvantage which the service 
now labours under is the esprit de corps which pervades its ranks, and. 
often prevents its members from. performing their duties well and properly. 
But for this esprit de corps the fate of the Magistrate-Collector of Cuttack, 
who persecuted the Maharani of Burdwan in direct contravention of the 
orders of the High Court and of the Collector of Gya, who indirectly caused 
the death of the young Maharani of Tikari, of the student-hunting 
Magistrates of Dacca and Nuddea, and of Mr. Laidman of the North- 
Western Provinces, would have been very different from what it has been. 
The time has come fur disabusing’ the members of the service of their 
self-arrogated notions of omnipotence. And it has become necessary, 
if for no other reason, at least for this, that natives should be employed 
more largely in the Civil Service. — 

47. The same paper refers to Mr. Rivett-Carnac’s statement in 
explanation of the gradual decrease of the 
advances taken by ryots in the opium districts 
for the purpose of sinking wells, and says that, it is due to the unwillingness 
of Government officers to advance money, because the realisation of such 
woney often entails great trouble upon them, and that the real explana- 
lion seems to lie in the fact that the ryot is unwilling to take Government 
money for the purpose of sinking wells because he is not allowed to use the 
water of such wellsfor any other purpose than his poppy fields. If this 
Somewhat unreasonable restriction on the use of the well-water is removed, 
the ryot will certainly be more eager than he is at present to take advances 
of money from Government for the purpose of sinking wells, 

48. The Samaya, of the 18th March, says that His Excellency 
Lord ‘Dufferin ‘is unpopular with the people 
of this country not because he has done them 
‘ly wrong, but because he has not been able to remove the wrongs which 
already press heavily upon them. His Excellency’s administration is also 
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responsible for the severe financial drain caused by the Burmese war, anq 
the increase of the army expenditure. It is not also creditable to His 
Excellency that it is his administration in which natives have been prevented 
from enlisting themselves as volunteers. His Excellency’s administratioy 
may not be as bad as Lord Lytton’s, but its title to real praise remains t, 
be established. 

49. The same paper says that Government ought not to allow 
Baboo Ban Behari’s son to be adopted by the 
Maharani of Burdwan. In the first place 
the Maharani has never expressed her willingness to make that adoption. 
in the second place, it is not lawful, according to the Mitakshara law to take 
the uterine sister's son in adoption. In this matter, Government should 
do well to consult the wishes of the Maharani, and to find out some child 
who would be better eligible for adoption than the son of either Baboo 
Ban Behari or Baboo Bansa Gopal appears to be. 

50. The same paper says that Sir Rivers Thompson has deserved 
the thanks of the whole population of Bengal 
by his recent minute on the Rungpore deer 


The Burdwan adoption case. 


The Rungpore deer case. 


case. | 
51. Tne Education Gazette, of the 18th March, in reviewing the 
administration of Sir Rivers Thompson, says 
that it is not given to man to be gifted with 
equal insight into all matters, and it may be that cases of official oppression 
may now and then have escaped Sir Rivers’ keen glance. Though the 
scheme of self-government has not yet attained full development, yet 
Sir Rivers’ name will for ever be associated witli it as that of the man 
in whose regimé the scheme was first inaugurated. It can hardly be said 
that Sir Rivers Thompson’s attitude during the late floods was an attitude 
of indifference. No governor before Sir Rivers Thompson attempted to 
check the increase of drunkenness in the country, and it was Sir Rivers who 
appointed the Excise and Salaries Commissions. Sir Rivers also deserves 
the thanks of the people of this country for his ghee legislation. The Maho- 
— community of this country have received substantial favour at his 

ands. 
52. The Praja Bandhu, of hg gy March, says that the statement 
: oe _ made by Sir Charles Aitchison in his Jubilee 
or en) ee speech that Englishmen do not grudge to 
on grant to the natives of this country those 
political rights and privileges which have cost them centuries of trouble 
and persistent efforts to procure in their own country, will not carry con- 
viction to the native who has yet no voice in the Legislative Councils of 
his gal and who is not cunsulted on the occusion of the imposition of a 
new tax. 
58. The Arya Darpan, of the 18th March, approves of the proposed 
Sang nage reduction of expenditure in the Church estab- 
ment in India. lishment in India. Tne reduction is most 
appropriate in view of the fact that the present 
highly paid Chaplains are of no use to the country. The large salaries which 
are given in this department attract a great many people to mission work, 
and take to preaching as a profession. This has considerably damaged the 
cause of Christianity in this country. 

54. Tne Sanjivant, of the 19th March, refers to the Englishmen’ 
ne ne _ Statement that most of those who have spoxel 
Sextce Gitein ne PRM Neds the Ballin Gensles Asani as 
ose favour of a larger employment of natives 10 the 
administration of the country, are either Government officers, or place-hunters, 
and observes that this statement means that Government has failed to elicit 


Sir Rivers Thompson. 
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genvine public opinion in this matter. Bravo! for this is shameless advocacy 
+thout doubt. | | 
ris. “The Urdu Guide, of the 19th March, says that whatever the 
enemies of Sir Rivers Thompson, whose 
sir Rivers Thompson. — number is small, may say his administration 
lways based upon good intentions. 
- 56. “The Samudd Prabhakar, of the 19th March, referring to the 


Burdwan adoption, says that as Government 
is the guardian of the estate, it is its duty to 
consult the wishes and the intentions of her deceased husband in selecting 
the future chief of the estate of the young Maharani, and that it should 
not allow itself to be guided by party considerations, _ 
~ 69, The Bangabdst, of the 19th March, referring to the proposed 
enforcement of the outstill system in the Ulu- 
beria sub-division asks— Will the Lieutenant- 
Governor give effect to the recommendations of the Excise Commission and 
grant the prayer of those who have memorialised him on the subject P 
58. ‘he same paper states that the proposal to supply the vernacular 
newspapers with the Calcutta Gazette free 
Supply of the Calcutta Gasetteto of charge was rejected on the ground of 
ee extra expenditure. It is hoped, however, 
that the Government of Bengal qill not mind making alittle expense in 
view of the great political good that may be done by incurring it. 

59. The same paper is glad that Mr. Beames has set aside Mr. 
Reiley’s order in relation to the charities 
of the Burdwan Raj. The action of the 
Commissioner has pleased all Burdwan. 

60. The same paper, referring to the sale of the articles which had 
been bought for the purpose of being 
presented to the Lamas of Thibet,. says that 
the price paid for those articles has not been realized. Money obtained 
from a starving population has thus been frittered away. The authors of 
this waste of public money should be made to make good the loss. 

61. The same paper observes that, according to English political 
philosophy, the King is but a representative 
of the people. The people having prayed for 
the exercise of the prerogative of mercy in the case of the ex-Raja of 
Puri, it was wrong on the part of Sir Rivers Thompson, their representative, 
not to grant that prayer. The community of which Dibya Singh would have 
become a member, if he had come back, is itself praying for his release. Why 
then should he not be released, especially when it is as good as certain 
that there is nothing to fear from him any more? ‘The people are ready 
totake the consequences of bis return. Why then should their ruler, 
who is only their representative, reject their prayer ? The Viceroy 
should be memorialised on the subject, and should a memorial to the 
Viceroy fail, an appeal should be made to the Empress herself. 

62, The Sutargatcha correspondent of the same paper asks the 

ane Postal authorities to reconsider the question 

post-office in Nada ~utareatcha =of the amalgamation of the post-office at 

_ Butargatcha with that at Madanpore. The 

post-office at Sutargatcha is a self-supporting one, and its proposed amalgama- 

tion with the Madanpore post-office is sure to cause much inconvenience 
and hardship. 

63. The Dainik, of the 20th March, referring to the farewell dinner 
given to Sir Rivers Thompson, says that, during 
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shape of salary, travelling allowances, &c., but it is certain that Sir Rivers has 
done very little for Bengal in return. Strictly speaking, it is Sir Rivers thay 
is indebted to Bengal and not Bengal that is indebted to Sir Rivers, The 
dinner given to Sir Rivers at the Town Hall was attended by a very smajj 
number of Hindus, and the number of Mahomedans present was slightly 
larger. But Sir Rivers considers this a representative gathering, |, 
would be matter for congratulation if his self-complacence were genuine. 
He acted very unwisely by referring to the accusations which are levelled 
against his administration. The stain he has cast on his administration 
cannot be removed by aspeech. It would have looked graceful in him 
not to have made this unhappy reference at all, and it would have looked 
still more graceful if he had not cast ungenerous glances at the vernacula; 
ress. 
. 64. The Dacca Prakahs, of the 20th March, thanks Sir Rivers Thomp- 
son for his recent minute on the Rungpore 
deer case. Though it is not known whether 
His Honour has taken independent action in this matter, or has been com- 
pelled to interfere at the instance of the Supreme Government, he is still 
entitled to thanks. 
65. The same paper says that as both the parties in the Jamalpore 
The Deputy Magistrate of Jamal. case have appealed to Government, it is _pro- 
pore. bable that strict justice will be done. But in 
the meantime the action of the District Magistrate, who has ordered the 
Sub-Inspector of Schools—a perfectly innocent man—to leave Jamalpore 
within six hours and to explain why he opposed the Sub-divisional Officer, 
has given rise to serious apprehensions in the minds of the local public. 
66, The Contai correspondent of the Daznth, of the 21st March, says 
that the people of that place were very sorry 
when they heard that their Sub-divisional 
Officer would be transferred, and the order cancelling his transfer has been 
therefore received by them with great delight. 
67. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 2\st March, says that Indians 
Lord Dufferin and the Provincial like English rule because they are interested 
contracts. in its continuance. The chief merit of 
British rule is that under it peace has been established all over India and 
the country is advancing in knowledge, that the Government looks to the 
interests of the people and tries to improve the internal trade of the covn- 
try, and that it has made life and property secure. For this reason Indians 
desire the permanence of British rule. But if in consequence of the system 
of Provincial contracts introduced by Lord Dufferin, the Government is 
rendered incapable of spending much money on works of public utility, and 
the best portionof the revenue of the country is spent in wars, or in strengthen- 
ing the military defences of the Empire, the people will lose touch with the 
Government and cease to feel any interest in its existence or perms- 
nence. Another objection to Lord Dufferin’s financial policy is that, if 
pursued by a foreign Government, and, especially by a Government ruling 10 
the way India is being ruled by the English, it will be a source of great 
hardship to the people. A large military expenditure by a native govern- 


The Rungpore deer case. 


The Sub-divisional Officer of Contai. 


ment would not have caused much hardship or heartburning, because the 


soldiers would in that cuse have been a purely native soldiery, and the money 
spent for its maintenance would not have been drained out of the couotry 
as it now is. Lord Dufferin ought also to act justly in the matter of the 


guaranteed interest and the interest on the public debt. As railways have been 


constructed in this country chiefly for military purposes, natives are not 80 
much interested in them as the Government. As Government again has had to 


incur debt in consequence of extravagant expenditure, Indians are not: 


bound to pay interest on such debt. There will be a fuilure of justice 


—- 
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erin pays the guaranteed interest and the interest on the 
. a neglecting real administrative work. Whatever Lord 
Off rin may say, Indians know that they derive no benefit, and have 
ite to suffer much from the payment of crores of rupees as home 
hi es, If Indians ever obtain ‘a right of control over the finances of 
ha count, this item of home charges will be the first item of expendi- 


ture which they ‘will endeavour to abolish, Under these circumstances, 


erin has probably wounded every Indian’s feeling by declarin 

ney ag ote dengee preec be paid in the first instance. Lor 
Dufferin says that the first duty of a Government is to defend @ country 
fom external invasion. If this is a sound political principle, Govern- 
ment should undertake upon itself the defence of the country and 
some other important work and entrust the whole of the remaining 
administration to native hands. If such a policy is followed, Government 
will cease to be responsible for the internal administration of the country 
and the work of internal administration will be carried on with the 
money which it proposes to give to the Local Government. 

68. The same paper says that the majority of the English residents 
iEmdimaeniaA < = = birds of passage whose chief 
Service and the Bengal Chamber of object is to make money. It is no wonder 
peauesoetes aie therefore that the enquiries of the Public 
Service Commission should fill them with alarm. How can they bear 
to see natives employed in the Civil Service on alarge scale? Even 
if they can bear to see that, how will they make their living if natives 
vet all the high posts? The Bengal Chamber of Commerce says that 
natives are not fit for the Civil Service, that their appointment to it on 
a large scale will not only place obstacles in the way of a satisfactory 
administration of justice, but also endanger British supremacy in this 
country, and that native officials are less trusted and respected by their 
own countrymen than English officers. But those people practically 
condemn English rule who say that the Indians, who were fit for the 
offices of Subadar and Commander-in-Chief under Mussulman rule, are 
not fit to become District Magistrates after enjoying the benefits of 
English rule for upwards of 150 years. The factis, Anglo-Indians know 
well that natives are fit for District Magistrateships and Judgeships; but it 
is against their interest to say so because they think that they will be injured 
by the appointment of natives as District Magistrates and Judges. As to 
Whether natives respect European Judges and Magistrates more than 
they respect Native Judges and Magistrates, it is not possible for the 
Members of the Chamber of Commerce, who are all foreigners, to know in 
what light natives really regard English officials, Everyone having 
any real mofussil experience knows that the native, as, a matter of fact, 
regards the European official as a wild and ferocious beast. ‘The financial 
difficulties of Government make the appointment of natives to high posts 
on a large scale absolutely necessary. This being the case, it is hoped that 
Government will pay no heed to the representations of a few Anglo-Indians, 


- will not take it into its head that itis its duty to please or conciliate 
em. 


69. The same paper says that the powers and privileges of the Civilians — 


The bad effects of the indulgence are 80 large that the wonder is not that they 
Sih Civilians by Government. commit offences like that of which Mr. Wilson 
of Cambay bas been found guilty, but that they do not commit such offences 
often. No love of righteousness or fear of social disgrace, however, deters them 
from the commission of such offences. What really deters them is the know- 
dge that in India female honour is not a saleable commodity as it is in Eng- 
and ;that the violation of that honour cannot be compensated for in this coun- 
try by the payment of pecuniary damages ; and that even the poorest Indian 
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will take the law into his own hands if female honour is violated or insulted 
in his family. The Government, by its indulgent treatment of the Civilian 

only encourages them to practise oppression upon natives, and thus to Le 
disgrace upon themselves’ and the administration. The Madras Civiliay 
have been found guilty of offences for which a native would have i 
sentenced to a long term of imprisonment. Though Bengal Civilians Tt 
not yet been found guilty of heinous offences, the authorities have ofter 
been obliged to admit that they commit great oppression, and even §;, 
Rivers Thompson has been obliged to punish some of them severely for 
committing acts of that description. Probably no one suffers so much fron 
the indulgent treatment which Government accords to the Civilians 9 


Government itself. 


70. The same paper refers to the statement of Sir Rivers Thompson 
Sir Rivers Thompson and ill-feelings 1M his speech at the dioner given to him tha 
between natives and Anglo-Indians. = natives and Anglo-Indians should try to be 
on friendly terms with each other, and that both of them will suffer by 
fighting or being unfriendly to each other, and says that if Sir Rivers thinks 
so, why did he not promote the growth of friendly feelings between the 
two communities? He has not only never tried to do so, but he is the 
chief cause of the ill-feeling which now divides the two communities. If 
he had not headed Anglo-Indians on the occasion of the Ilbert Bill 
agitation utterly forgetting the height ana dignity of his office, no 
ill-feeling would have been produced between natives nnd Anglo-Indians, 
Sir Rivers Thompson has also always taken the side of oppressive officials 
like the Police Superintendent, Mr. Rattray, the Magistrate, Mr. Sharp, and 
Mr. Marriot of Dacca. If, under these circumstances, natives do not express 
regret at his departure, they are not to blame so much as he himself. 


71. The same paper is glad that Baboo Bishnu Chunder Dutt has been 

7 appointed to act as Deputy Postmaster- 

Boheo Bichan Chmener Det General of Behar. If Baboo Bishnu Chunder 
had not been a Bengali, he would have obtained higher posts long before. 
Many Eurasians in the Postal Department, who are considerably his inferior 


in all respects, have obtained higher posts. - 


72. The Novavibhdkar Saddhdrani, of the 21st March, says that the 

The Bengal Chamber of Commered CTY that India will fare ill if natives be ap- 
and the Public Service Commission. pointed to high posts was raised by Anglo- 
Indians at the time of the Black Act and at the time of the IIbert Bill 
agitation, and it has been again raised by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. 
The evidence given before the Public Service Commission has shown that 
the reduction of the standard of age for the Civil Service Examination has 
produced bad results ; and the Pzoneer is therefore endeavouring to show that 
it has produced good results. The Ibert Bill agitation would not have become 
very violent if Sir Rivers Thompson had not headed it on the Anglo-Indian 
side. The fact that the Proneer and the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
have raised the same cry which was raised during the Ilbert Bill agitation, 
therefore, awakens the suspicion that there is some official instigation in the 
matter. Jt is apprehended that the agitation in connection with the Public 
Service Commission may be as violent as the agitation against the Ilbert Bill. 
The enemies of natives have again appeared on the scene. Natives should 
not therefore sit idle. Let all the associations in the country impress 
upon the Public Service Commission the necessity and expediency of em- 
ploying natives on a large scale in the service of Government. Let the 
subject be discussed in newspapers and at popular meetings. If natives 
now sit idle and allow Lord Dufferin to make arrangements unfavour- 
able to them, it will not, in the end, be in their power to impeach bis 


action. 


( 381 ) 


73, The same paper refers to Sir Rivers. Thompson's state- 
ment at the Town Hall dinner that, it 
sir Rivers Thompoon- is impossible to look to and: reconcile the 
‘nterests of natives and Anglo-Indians, and says that he should not accept 
the office of ruler of that country whose various class interests he 
is incapable of attending to and reconciling. He is a true statesman 
who can promote and harmonise the interests of all classes and com- 
aunities ; and he is an incompetent man who only looks to the interests 
of a single community. Sir Rivers Thompson 1s an incompetent man, 
and that is why he has been unable to attend to the interests of all classes 
and communities in Bengal. — 
74. Tne Samvdd Prabhatdr, of the 22nd March, says that it 1s 
oo really wonderful how Sir Rivers Thompson, 
Sir Rivers Thompson. ruler as he is of 7 crores of people, could 
satisfy himself with the address which has been given to him by a few 
Europeans and natives. The few Hindus who joined the movement did 
so simply in consideration of the favours they had received from Sir Rivers. 
A Rajah was there because his son had received substantial marks of 
favour from Sir Rivers. As for the rest, they are too insignificant to 
deserve notice. Suffice it to say that, as servants of Government, they 
thought it to be their duty to honour their chief. 

Sir Rivers Thompson made his first display of the stuff he is made of 
during the agitation on the Ilbert Bill. His next act was his quarrel 
with the Calcutta Municipality, in which he was influenced by the desire to 
lay the axe at the root of Lord Ripon’s dearly-cherished scheme of Local 
Self-Government. His next display of marked love for the people was 
made in his celebrated speech at the Trades’ dinner. Next comes his 
conduct in the Krishnagur indigo-planter’s case, in the Dacca students’ 
case and in the case of Azim Chowdhari of Pubna. The Rungpore deer 
case would no doubt have swelled this list, but for the timely inter- 
ference of the Supreme Government. For all these, Sir Rivers will be 
long remembered by the people of this country, and his friends and flat- 
terers may, therefore, well have spared all demonstration in his behalf. As 
for Sir Rivers Thompson himself, how could he dare to consider himself 
exonerated by a feeble demonstration got up in his favour by a few of his 
frends and flatterers ? Sir Rivers, by reason of his ill-health, could never 
pay that amount of attention to public affairs which, as head of the ad- 
ministration, it was his duty to have done; and he has failed to earn a 
good name simply because he had to delegate his puwers to his Secretaries. 
If he had thoroughly realised the responsibilities of his great office, he would 
sen have preferred resigning that office to delegating its duties to 
others, 

79. The Dacca Gazette, of the 22nd March, says that a memorial has 
A memorial sent te the Lieutenant. Deen addressed to the Lieutenant-Governor 
an the European gentlemen by the Huropean residents of Dacca and 

: i Sle tly Narayangunge, praying that some restrictions 
might be put upon the present practice of granting indiscriminate licenses 
‘0 Natives to use guns, because the natives who get such licenses shoot game- 
birds to an extent which justifies the apprehension that their whole race will 
soon become extinct. This prayer, if granted, will only add to the rigours 
ofthe Arms Act. It does not proceed from any tenderness for the feathered 
> pal i has for its object the exclusion of Bengalis from the privilege 

ruing, | | 

76. The Dainik, of the 22nd March, is of opinion that the passing 
of the Ghee Act has failed to put a stop to 
a, the practice of adulterating ghee. As the 
ct is enforced only in Calcutta, adulterated ghee is freely sold in the 


The ghee legislation. 


NaVAVIBHAKAR 
SaDHaRANI, 


Mar. 2ist, 1887. 


SAMVAD PRABHAKAR 
Mar. 22nd 1887. 


Dacca GaZETTE, 
Mar, 22nd, 1887. 


Dainixk, 
Mar. 22nd, 1887, 


( 882 ) 


mofuesil. The Madras Government thinks that no Provincial legislation wi) 
meet the requirements of the case, because those Governments have neither 
the money nor the agency which would be required to detect adulteration, and 
that the necessary legislation and the whole executive machinery should be 
therefore employed by the Government of India. It is not known what the 
Supreme Government means to do after receiving this very clear expresgio, 
of opinion from the Government of Madras, but it is bound to inform ty 
public of its decision on the subject. 
Dann. 77. The same paper refers to the proposal made by certain Anglo. 
Mer, Rand, MOP Indian ‘newspapers to reduce the allowances 
vf poor native clerks as a means of reducip 
the expenses of the annual Simla exodus, and says that it is the Europea, 
element of the hill-going offices that forms the most costly item of the 
exodus expenditure. The native clerks are, as a rule, unwilling to go to 
the hills, and they are simply forced to go there for the convenience of thei; 
European superiors. But it is easier after all to cut off the allowances of 
poor native clerks than to let the shears of retrenchment fall upon the 
incomes of well-paid European officers. The clerks will no doubt find thei: 
cup of happiness filled to the brim this time. 
78. ‘The same paper says that it is not yet known what the result of 
i the Public Service Commission will be, 
ge eae ae On ree Ee io ont, however, unreasonable to suppose 
that some little concession will be made to 
natives on this occasion. But the mere anticipation of a little concession of 
this kind has thrown the Anglo-Indian community into a ferment, 
and they are therefore apparently bent upon getting up an agitation 
similar in scope and character to that which was set on foot on 
the occasion of the passing of the Ilbert Bill. The agitators desire 
the exclusion of natives from all share in the administration of the 
country. The whole mercantile community has taken its cue from Mr. 
Wilson, who has, in his evidence before the Commission, confessed to his fear 
that the interests of Huropeans in the country would be sure to suffer if natives 
were appointed as Magistrates and Judges. Since the mere collection by 
the Commission of evidence, which is somewhat favourable to native interests, 
has excited so much anger and opposition among Anglo-Indians, it would not 
be too much to say that they will have recourse to actual shedding of blood 
if any real or substantial concession is made to natives. The Anglo-Indians 
have beaten their war drum, and the chances are ten to one that they 
will come victorious out of the conflict. 
Te RTT 79. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 23rd March, says that the 
Mar. $Srd, 1887. | 7 __ apprehensions which the proceedings of the 
=) 2 Poe re Some Fue Service Commission have raised in the 
minds of the Huropean mercantile commu: 
nity ate perfectly unfounded. If they did really see any cause for enter- 
taining such apprehensions, the properest thing for them to do was 
describe those apprehensions to the Commission itself. Their views: would 
then have been subjected to the necessary cross-examination. 
Dame, 80. Tne Dainik, of tne 28rd March, referring to the letter which has 
Mar. 23rd, 1887, a been addressed by the Chamber of ema 
chante townie the Pale dene to the Public Service Commission, says 
cmiaic if Government does uot yield to the demand 
of the Anglo-Indian community, they will 
wage war against it, just as they did on the occasion of the Ilbert Bill. The 
Volunteer Corps, consisting of the indigo-planters, the tea-planters, and the 
merchants, will again stand in battle array and Sheriff Wilson will probably 
take the Captain’s place in lieu of Mr. Beet Even on the eve of bis 
departure, Sir Rivers has given to Anglo-Indians an assurance of 
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sympathy. _ It is not known whether he will give any instructions to 

Si Steuart Bayley on this subject. What Sir Steuart Bayley’s attitude in 

‘his matter will be is not yet unknown. But there can be no doubt that 
there will be a violent struggle. 

8), The Samvdd Purna Chundrodaya, of the 24th March, says that 

the signs of a wide-spread agitation, similar to 

The agitation over the Pubhe Ser- that which attended the passing of the Ilbert 

exctapeemel Bill, are visible. The intentions of Govern- 

ment in connection with the Public Service Commission may be good, but it 

is greatly to be feared that Government will in the end prove powerless 


‘net the buropean community. 
— , 89 The Dainik, of the 24th March, 
The ease of the Deputy Magistrate mentions the following facts in connection 
cipal a ese sai with the Jamalpore case :— 

It seems that Mr. Glazier, Magistrate of the district, while on tour 
inspected the mela grounds at Jamalpore, and forcibly removed therefrom an 
image of the goddess Kali. This created a scandal, and the people of 
Jamalpore asked the Deputy Magistrate, who was the President of the Mela 
Committee, to rent some land from Government for the purpose of holding 
the mela with a view of preventing occurrences like the above in future. 
The Deputy Magistrate did not pay much attention to this request of the 
people, and the people therefore elected the Chairman of the Local Muni- 
cipality as President of the Mela Committee, and called on the Deputy 
Magistrate to make over the mel& fund to the new President. The Deputy 
Magistrate, following the advice of the District Magistrate, refused to do so, 
and, after forming a new Committee, continued to spend the proceeds of the 
fund in the name of that new Committee. The old Committee held their 
mela on a different spot; but that spot had also been selected by the new 
Committee for the celebration of their mela. This led to a quarrel between 
the two parties. Many cases, which arose in this connection, are now pending 
in the Court of the Sudder Deputy Magistrate, Baboo Akshoy Kumar Basu, 
who, it is hoped, will see justice done to the parties involved in them. It 
is also to be hoped that Government will cause an impartial investigation 
to be made into this matter. 

83, The same paper says that the chief defect of the system of selecting 
candidates for the Civil Service by competitive 
examination is that it enables many persons 
belonging to the lowest ranks of the British people to find their way into it. 
It is also doubtful whether an examination in the books which are prescribed 
for the Civil Service Examination affords a good guarantee of the judicial 
and administrative fitness of the candidates. False personation is frequently 
resorted to in that examination, and the question, therefore, arises how many 
among the Civilians now serving in this country are Civilians by false 
personation ? It is proposed to prevent false personation in future by taking 
photographs of the successful candidates. But photographing will not 
secure mep of good birth and respectable parentage for the Civil ‘Service. 


The Civil Service examination. 


I1.—LxatsLative. 


84, The Samdchdér Chandriké, of the 22nd March, says that the 

The Calcutta Municipal Bill Town Council now forms an important part 

, — of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation, and a 

third part of it is composed of nominated Commissioners. The selection 
of the nominated members of the Town Council should by law vest in the 


leutenant-Governor, who selects the nominated members of the Corpo- 
tation itself, . 
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LV.—Native States. 


85. The Sahachar, of the 16th March, says that, considering the 
Mr. Wilson of Cambey. gravity of the offence of which Mr. Wilson 
has been found guilty, he ought to be very 
strictly dealt with. To compel him to retire on pension, as is suggested 
in some quarters, will not do. Pensivoning off such monst:rs is sure to brine 
disgrace on the good name of British justice, on Lord Reay, and on the 
English community generally. 
86. The Sanjivant, of the 19th March, says that now that Mr. Wilson 
Sts. Weed ot Onna 7 been found guilty, it is to be hoped that 
is punishmenc will be in proportion to the 
enormity of his offence. a. 
87. The Dainik, of the 21st March, thinks that Nepal is presenting 
siuns of an internal commotion. How things 
really stand there is not known. But this 
much is clear that the fire which is how smouldering will soon flare 
out, enveloping the country in flames, Tue State ought to be on its 
guard. 
88. The Dacca Gazette, of the 21st March, praises Mr. Moore and 
the Hon’ble Mr. Nayler for the independence 
they have shown in the trial of the Cambay 
case. They probably deserve more praise than Lord Reay whe. appointed 
them Commissioners in the case. 
89. The Daintk, of the 22nd March, a that the Maharajah of 
. Cashmere is thinking of reconstructing his 
reese mone ra Council. The conviction has dawned pis 
him at last that he and his Dewan are mere puppeis in the hands of the 


Internal commotion in Nepal. 


The Cambay case. 


‘Resident. It is to be regretted that the Maharajah had not pre-science 


enough to anticipate this state of things when Baboo Nilambar was in office. 
‘he Pioneer newspaper has taken this opportunity of descanting on the want 
of administrative ability in natives. ‘Tne Maharajah ought to be on his 
guard. 


V.—PROSPECTs OF THE CROPS AND THE CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


90. The Silchar, of the 7th March, says that the present improved 
condition of Cachar as regards its population 
and the vastly increased area which is under 
cultivation is due to the exertions of European tea-planters. Though 
those exertions proceed from selfish motives, and though the planters are 
occasionally guilty of acts of oppression, still it cannot be denied that they 
give food to millions of the poor who would otherwise have perished in 
misery. 
91. The Kalakatkhan correspondent of the Paridarshak, of the 
Scarcity of food in Kalakatkhan, 12th March, says that the people of that 
eye. place are now in a very distressed condition. 
The prices of food-grains are not high, but the people are starving because 
they have not money to buy food-grains. And so the number of beggars 
is increasing. God knows what is in store for them next year ? 


The condition of Cachar. 


VI.—MisceLLaNeovs. 


92. The Jamalpore correspondent of the Chdruvdrtd, of the 14th March, 

The Deputy Magistratejof Jam Says that last year the major portion of the 
_ funds raised for the Jamalpore fair was dis 
bursed by the subordinates of the Deputy Magistrate. Much money was 
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ted, and no proper accounts were kept. When the fair was over, bamboos, 
ot and other things of that kind instead of being disposed of by public 
snetion were privately purchased at considerably reduced prices by the 
Deputy Magistrate and his subordinates. When accounts were submitted 
‘o the Fair Committee for confirmation, and wheo the auditors appointed to 
ezamine them, reported their inability to check them for want of vouchers, 
the Deputy Magistrate, with the assistance of some members of his party, 
passed those accounts without auditing them. This proceeding made the 
Deputy Magistrate extremely unpopular.- This year the Deputy Magistrate 
made a verbal announcement to the cffect that, under the orders of 
Mr. Glazier, the Collector of the district, he was obliged to prohibit the 
worship of the goddess Kali, and the performance of jatras and nautches on 
land belonging to Government and that under the orders of the Magistrate, 
the image of the goddess nad to be removed within six hoars from the 
same place. His subordinates also gave out that the management of the 
fir had passed into the hands of Government. The Deputy Magistrate 
did not convene a meeting of the Committee this year, and disbursed the 
mela funds according to his own free will and pleasure. The local public 
have on this account been compelled to rent a separate plot of land for 


the purpose of celebrating their fair. But the Deputy Magistrate is 
endeavouring to throw obstacles in their way. : 


93. The Naravibhdkar Sddhdrani, of the 21st March, says that 


The anti-native feeling of Mr. Beames. when Mr. Beames dew in Orissa = person 

: preferred some complaint against him to the 
Lieutenant-Governor on affidavit. The Hxglishman counselled Mr. Beames 
to prosecute that man for libel; but Mr. Beames had not the courage to 
doso. Why is Mr. Beames such a hater of natives? Does he not know 
that even civilians have to borrow money from naiives ? : 


94. The same paper says that not one of the natives who 


i fe were present at the dinner given to Sir Rivers 
ir Rivers Thompson. ; 
Thompson was a man of mark or influence; 
and many even amongst them whose main occupation in life is to curr 
oficial favour did not attend. Sir Rivers Thompson should be able to infer 
from this the nature and amount of his popularity. Sir Rivers has been 
honoured by bis own countrymen ; but that means nothing, because every 


man is honoured by his own friends and relatives. But he has not been 
honoured by the country at large. 


95. The Sumdhdr Chandrikd, of the 22nd March, says that Sir 


Sie Stonent Bastar. Steuart Bayley has been long in this country, 
and is perfectly acquainted with its men and 

manners. He has therefore many of the special qualifications of a good 
Governor; but, considering the ill-luck of this country, it is difficult to say 
what sort of a ruler he will make. There is a Bengali proverb which says 
that whoever comes to Lanka (Ceylon) becomes a Rakshasa. 


96. The Dainik, of the 22nd March, says that Sir Rivers Thompson 
ne | had no right whatever to denounce the 
lion 7 lb a on Hindu re- relicion and social institutions of Hindus as 
| he did on the occasion of unveiling Kesbub 

Chandra Sen’s portrait at the Town Hall. But Sir Rivers is a Mlechchha and 
With a Mlechchha there should be do discussion of the merits of Hinduism 
a8 a religious cult and asa social system. It is to be regretted, however, 
that Rajah Peary Mohun, who is one of those that got up the meeting, did 


not see the impropriety of inviting the Lieutenant-Governor to declaim 
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against his own and his countrv’s religion, and so to wound the feelings of 
the Hindus who he knew would be present at the ceremony. 


SamvaD PrabHaKkaB, 97. The Samvad Prabhakar, of the 23rd March, says that 80m 
oo ie friends of Sir Rivers Thompson, with th . 
ir Rivers Thompson. ‘ 7 Qlr 
sons and relatives, are busy collecting signa. 
tures to an address which is intended to be presented to him. Their impoy. 
tunities will no doubt swell the number ofsignatures. But Sir Rivers wi) 
probably find little cause for delight if be comes to know how these signy. 
tures are being obtained ; or, it may be, these men are but secret agents of 
Sir Rivers doing as they have been bid to do. ; 


Urtva Papers. 


Samvad BanIKA, 98. According to the Samvdd Bahika, of the 3rd March, the cas 
Mar. 3rd, 1887. ; 

Ferg Crepe Pre of Sadku Sahu and Sitanath Rai, noticed in 

.’ previous issue of the paper, has created 

quite a sensation throughout Orissa. All the Orissa papers demand that 


justice should be promptly dealt out to the parties concerned. 
Ureat Drrma. 99. It appears from the Utkal Dipikd, of the 12th March, that that 


Mar. 12th, 1887, paper has opened a fund in behalf of the 
ee re eee © Sadhu poor Sadhu Sahu, to which the public are 
invited to subscribe liberally. As Sitanath 
Rai, who is on bail, is reported to have done some injury to the property of 
Sadhu Sahu, the Editor of the Samvdd Bahika suggests, in his issue of the 
10th March, that Sitanath should be at once put into custody. 
BauvaD Bauika, 100. The question papers for the minor and vernacular scholarship 
Mar. 20h, 107 | ee examinations in Orissa for 1886-87 having 
SaNSKARAKA Scholarship examination in Orissa. 


iar: Seth. tear. been tampered with, the dates of the 

Urkat Dinka. @Xaminations were changed and the examinations were postponed to the end 

Mar. 12th, 1887. of the current month. This has given rise to a great deal of discussion 

NaVaSaMVaD, ° ° ° : ° : 

Mar. 17th, 1887, ithe newspapers of Orissa, some of which seem inclined to think that the 
questions were got out through the carelessness of the Joint-Inspector’s office, 
while others suspect that they were stolen from the Victoria Press, where 


they were printed. 


Ureat Dirixa. 101. The Municipality of Cuttack having resolved to appoint a peon 
Mar. 12th, 1887, ipo on Rs. 5 amonth for the office of one of the 

decline ancaenardainl Honorary Magistrates of that town, the Utkal 
Dipikd, of the 12th March, condemns the proposed expenditure as unneces- 
sary, and, observes that the municipality which did not grant even one anna 
for the illumination of the town during the Jubilee festival has belied its 
professions of conscientiousness by sanctioning this unnecessary expenditure. 
The Sanskdraka holds the same view. 


Urmat Diriea. 102. The same paper and its contemporaries of the Sanskdraka and 
the Navasamvdd speak in favourable terms of 
Mr. Bolton, who, though he remained at 
Cuttack for a few months only, endeared himself to the public by his polite 
manners and his just administration. A large party of friends and official 
subordinates were present at Jobra to see him off the station. 


Mr. Bolton in Orissa. 


Uréal DiriKa, 103. The same paper and its contemporary of the Navasamvdd are sorty 
i | ae learn that the supervision at the Cuttack 
om °° centre of the Upper Primary Scholarship 


; Examination was of a lax description, and that 
the candidates at that centre were put to great inconvenience in consequence 
of mismanagement on the part of the Superintendent. | 
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104. Referring to Dr. Mahendralal Sircar’s suggestion that Russian 

: _. should be made one of the subjects of exa- 

The Rassian language in the Civil mination in the Civil Service Examination, 
gue the Sanskdraka, of the 10th March, makes 


the following remarks co 
« As the Russians are our close neighbours and rivals, and as we expect 


one day to face them in the field of battle, it is desirable that we should be 
conversant with their language, manners, customs, and resources.” 
105. The Ganjam correspondent of the same paper points out with 
hapa great force that the people of Ganjam and 
camara it tae Joypore, in the Madras Presidency, being 
Uriyas, the vernacular records of the Government offices in those parts of 
that Presidency should be kept in Uriya. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’s OFFICE, 


The 26th March 1887, 


Bengal Sect, PreaseW. LeB, @Bez.No. 176600 «66 9£0-3-87, 
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